




Python is not a functional language, but i t adopted some functional

concepts - map(), reduce(), fi lter() and the lambda expression - were

taken from the functional paradigm and were added to the language.



Lambda expressions in Python have their roots in lambda calculus, a model

of computation invented by Alonzo Church in 1930

Why to create a function if we want use it just once? You probably don’t

want to buy metal forks, knives, and spoons for a casual picnic; rather, you

can just buy plasticware. An anonymous function can be used for passing to

other functions. I t goes away, removed from memory as soon as i t ’s no

longer needed.

Often, a smal l function needs to be passed to another function, l ike the key

function used by a l i st’s sort method. In such cases, a large function is

usual ly unnecessary, and it would be awkward to have to define the

function in a separate place from where i t ’s used.








